Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany

Prelude and Liturgy of the Word

February 1, 2026

Opening Hymn 440 “Blessed Jesus, at they word” is sung
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Words: Tobias Clausnitzer (1619-1684); tr. Catherine Winkworth (1827-17878), alt.
Music Liebster Jesus, melody Johann Rudolph Ahle (1625-1673); alt. Das grosse V+Cantional
oder Kirchen-Gesangbuch, 1687; harm. George Herbert Palmer (1846-1926)

All Music by Permission of A-715639 and Streaming

Liturgy of the Word

The people remain standing, as able,

The Presider says:

Blessed be the one holy, and living God.
People:  Glory to God forever and ever.

The Presider continues:

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and

worthily magnify your Holy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The following Gloria Hymn #S-280 is sung

Setting: Robert Powell (b.1932)



Gloria Hymn #S-280
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Collect of the Day

Presider: God be with you.
People: And also with you.
Presider: Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven
and on earth: Mercifully hear the supplications of your people, and in
our time grant us your peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

First Reading Micah 6:1-8 Please be seated

A Reading from the book of the prophet Micah

Hear what the LORD says:

“Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills
hear your voice. Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD,
and you enduring foundations of the earth; for the LORD has a
controversy with his people, and he will contend with Israel.”

“O my people, what have I done to you?

In what have I wearied you? Answer me! For I brought you up from
the land of Egypt, and redeemed you from the house of slavery;

and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. O my people,
remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son
of Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,
that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.”

“With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before
God on high? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with
calves a year old? Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousands of rivers of 0il? Shall I give my firstborn for my
transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”

He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the LORD
require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk
humbly with your God?

Reader: Hear what the Holy Spirit is saying to God's people.
People: Thanks be to God.



Reflective Silence Begins and ends with the toning of a singing bowl.

Please remain seated for the Psalm

Psalm Psalm 15

'LorD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? *
who may abide upon your holy hill?

’Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right, *
who speaks the truth from his heart.

“There is no guile upon his tongue;
he does no evil to his friend; *
he does not heap contempt upon his neighbor.

“In his sight the wicked is rejected, *
but he honors those who fear the LORD.

°He has sworn to do no wrong *
and does not take back his word.

°He does not give his money in hope of gain, *
nor does he take a bribe against the innocent.

’"Whoever does these things *
shall never be overthrown.

ALL: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now and will be for ever. Amen.



Second Reading 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
A Reading from Paul’s First letter to the Church in Corinth

The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing,
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written,

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,

and the discernment of the discerning [ will thwart.”
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the
world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God
through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our
proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and
Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling
block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the
wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom,
and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.

Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were
wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of
noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the
wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God
chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to
reduce to nothing things that are, so that no one might boast in the
presence of God. He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who
became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification
and redemption, in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts,
boast in the Lord.”

Reader: Hear what the Holy Spirit is saying to God's people
People: Thanks be to God.

Reflective Silence Begins and ends with the toning of a singing bowl



Gospel Hymn “Prayer of St. Francis” is sung

76. Prayer Of St. FranCis Sebastian Temple
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Holy Gospel Matthew 5:1-12

Presider: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Matthew.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat
down, his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught
them, saying:

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for
they will be filled.

“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of
God.

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and
be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they
persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

Presider: The Gospel of the Lord.
People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Homily Craig Vocelka

Reflective Silence Begins and ends with the toning of a singing bowl.



The Nicene Creed People stand as able.

We believe in one God,
the Father Almighty.
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and 1s seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



A Prayer for This Time of Transition Pray together

Loving God, We come before You in this time of change and
uncertainty, seeking Your wisdom and guidance. As we navigate this
season of transition, grant us patience, courage, and hope. Help us
trust in Your plan, even when the path ahead feels unclear. Bless
those who lead us, that they may be filled with discernment and
strength. Bless our community, that we may remain united in love
and faith. Open our hearts to new opportunities and growth, and
remind us that You are always with us, guiding our steps.

May Your peace, which surpasses all understanding, guard our hearts
and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.

Prayers of the People

The people stand kneel, or sit, as able. The minister and people pray
responsively.

Leader For the church and all your creation, we pray to you Loving
One saying: God of love, hear our prayer.

Leader: Blessed are the poor in spirit, theirs is the dominion of
heaven. And so we pray: Unite the church, guide Sean our
presiding bishop, Phillip our bishop, Craig our interim vicar,
and all who lead the church; let us show the world the love of
Jesus.

People: God of love, hear our prayer.

Leader: Blessed are the pure in heart; they shall see God. And so we
pray: Give your people the will and courage to value your
service above all lesser goods.

People: God of love, hear our prayer.

Leader: Blessed are the peacemakers, God’s own children. And so
we pray: Bring peace to the world, security to the nations, and
safety to the cities.

People: God of love, hear our prayer.

Leader: Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for
they shall be satisfied. And so we pray: Remove us from
prejudice and injustice, and raise up among us those who will
labor for the good of all whom you have made.

People: God of love, hear our prayer.
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Leader: Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. And so
we pray: Be present with those who sick, imprisoned, or in
distress; make us quick to love and serve our neighbors.

People: God of love, hear our prayer.

We pause and offer, aloud or silently, our other intentions

Leader: Rejoice and be glad, their reward is great in heaven. And so
we pray: Remember all who have witnessed to your love with
their lives; give us strength to testify to Christ before th
e rulers of our own day.

People: God of love, hear our prayer.

Presider: Almighty God, you have taught us to do justice, love
kindness, and practice humility before you; make our faith
active in love, that your name may be praised and your
people served throughout the world, through Christ our
Redeemer, Amen.

The Presider adds a concluding Collect

Presider: We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.
Silence may be kept.
Presider and People:

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;

in your compassion forgive us our sins,

known and unknown,

things done and left undone;

and so uphold us by your Spirit

that we may live and serve you in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of your Name;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Silence may be kept.

The Presider stands and says:

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through
our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the
power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
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Peace Please stand as able

Presider: The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
People:  And also with you
The ministers and the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Birthdays and other Significant Celebrations
Special Announcements, other than those listed on the insert

Liturgy of the Table

The Offertory
The Presider gives the invitation for the Offertory
The people are seated for the preparation of the Elements.

Members of the Altar Guild will bring Elements to the Altar.
The Usher will bring the Peoples’ Offerings to the Altar.

Offertory Music

The Doxology is sung:
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise God all creatures here below
Praise God above ye heavenly hosts
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen
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The Great Thanksgiving Enriching our Worship 1
The people remain standing.

The table of bread and wine is now to be made ready. It is the table
of Jesus, and all who love him. It is the table of sharing with the poor
of the world, with whom Jesus identified himself. It is the table of
communion with the earth, in which Christ became incarnate.

The people remain standing.

Presider: God be with you.

People: And also with you.

Presider: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to God, our Creator.
Presider: Let us give thanks to our loving God.
People: 1t is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Presider proceeds.

It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God,
source of life and fountain of mercy.

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death,
and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall
come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may
without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing.

Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful
of every generation, we lift our voices with all creation as we sing:
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Sanctus S-130 continued on next page
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The people stand or kneel.
The Presider continues:

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of
life. You formed us in your own image and called us to dwell in your
infinite love.

You gave the world into our care that we might be your faithful
stewards and show forth your bountiful grace. But we failed to honor
your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your
goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your creation,
abused one another, and rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to
care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all people.

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you.
You delivered us from slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and
raised up prophets to renew our promise of salvation.

Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made
mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into the human family, and dwelling
among us, he revealed your glory. Giving himself freely to death on
the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and
life.

On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread;
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his
friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given to you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had
given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This
is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for
all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.,
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Presider continues
Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from

15



your creation this bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit, may they
be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ.

Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit
and live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting
heritage of your daughters and sons, that with Bede and all your
saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name
forever.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, to you be honor, glory , and praise, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Presider then continues:

And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

People and Presider:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
A period of silence is kept.

Presider: Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People; Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
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Invitation to the Table

This is the table, not of the Church but of Jesus Christ. It is made
ready for those who love God and who want to love God more.

So come, you who have much faith and you who have little, you who
have been here often, and you who have not been for a long time or
never before. You who have tried to follow and all of us who have
failed. These are the gifts of God for the People of God. Come, not
because the Church invites you; It is Christ who invites you to be

known and fed here.

Adapted from lona Community, lona Abbey Worship Book
(Glasgow, UK: Wild Goose Publications, 20021).

All are invited to the table, if you, for whatever reason, do not feel
comfortable participating in the meal, please ask for a blessing
(simply cross your arms across your chest, and the priest will bless
you.

The Presider says:

The Gifts of God for the People of God.
Holy Food for Holy People.

If anyone has trouble coming forward for Communion, please inform the
Usher and Communion will be brought to you.
Music is played during Communion

Reflective Silence Begins and ends with the toning of a singing bowl.

If the Table fellowship will be extended to the sick or homebound, the
Presider gives the sacrament to the Eucharistic Visitor on behalf of
the congregation saying:

Presider: We send you forth to (name) that they may
share with us in the Body of Christ.

People: We who are many are one body, for we all share one
bread, one cup.
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After Communion (Please stand as able)
The Presider says: Let us pray
Presider and People:

God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of
salvation; you have united us with Christ and one another; you have
made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth.

Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim
your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the risen
life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

Blessing
The Presider calls God’s blessing on the people.
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Sending Hymn #556 “Rejoice ye pure in heart!” is sung

= T — — - i - T _—— i -
=Sl e ——
J 1
Fr T T fFFF
I Re - joice, ve pure in heart! Re - joice, give thanks, and  sing! Your
2 With all  the an - gel  choirs, with all the saints of  earth, pour
3 Your clear ho san-nas raise, and al - le - lu - ias loud; while
4 Yes, on through life’slong path, still chant-ing as  ye go, from
5 Still lift your stand-ard high, stil march in firm ar - ray, as
4 - | | | | 4
S——1 - —a ° :
h I [ P » | I I | |4 1 |4 | Il (/K0 I
4 I I I : } - | | } | } u } i I } |
[} | — I I |- I I | |
| | T | 1 | | | | I I I | I
| | | [ | P I I | [
¥ , ¢ :
T
e Frrrrre F [rr 7
1 glo-rious ban - ner wave on high, the cross of Christ your King.
2 out the strains of joy and Dbliss, true rap - ture, no - blest mirth.
3 an-swering ech - oes up - ward float, like wreaths of in - cense cloud.
4 youth to age, by night and day, in glad - ness and in woe.
5 war - riors through the dark - ness toil, till dawns the gold - en day.

Refrain
O T | T | J T | J T \\ —) ! T T i
(= = = ' ——
A\SY 1 1 r | S | (/D0 1]
SfF 7 T T IR

Re - joice, re - joice, re - joice, give thanks, and sing.

, ~ | ﬂx;lJ.
qﬁ—%béu —

-
re - joice,

*6 At last the march shall end;
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*7 Then on, ye pure in heart!
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing!
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the cross of Christ your King.
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Words: Edward Hayes Plumptre (1821-118891.
Music: Marion, Arthur Henry Messiter (1834-1916)

Dismissal
Presider/Minister: Let us go forth rejoicing in the name of Christ.
People: Thanks be to God.
Presider: The Rev. Craig Vocelka
Musician: Mary Ferreira
Eucharistic Ministers: Kathleen Ebbert, Tom Huffman
Altar Guild: Fran Valley, Judy Wilkin, Jenni Conner
Godly Play: Karen Bathgate, Judy Wilkin
Today’s Altar Flowers
are given by
St Bede Altar Guild
The Sanctuary Candle
is given by
St Bede Altar Guild
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